January 2012

Missionary Updates

It is adways a joy to hear from our
missionaries. Don Dillman and his wife,
Chris, visited the Wednesday evening
service, December 14. The purpose for
this furlough visit was to give a report to
the church body of both their previous
work in Kircaldy, Scotland, and their new
work in the United Kingdom. Then,
during the Sunday morning service,
December 18, Micah Colbert provided an
update and gave some prayer requests via
Skype. Despite a technical dlitch, the
congregation was able to receive a
firsthand report of the church planting
work taking place in Ghana, West Africa.

“The I mpact of Christmas’

During the midweek service on Wednesday
December 21, severa of the church people
presented the play, "The Impact of
Christmas." Incidentally, the whole play
was written, directed, choreographed, and
acted by our own church people. The
premise of the play was a single mother
lad off her job three weeks before
Christmas. While she searches in vain for
another opening, her two teenage children
wait skeptically to seeif God cares enough
to provide for their Christmas. It was
indeed well done with a clear message of
salvation being presented. Praise God!

Christmas Caroling

On the night of December 18, in place of
the evening service was a time of
Christmas caroling. Two groups were
formed with one traveling to Independence
Manor while another group went to the
Herman Kapp Senior Center. The one
group presented the chronology of the
Christmas story in both song and
Scripture. After the time to share the true
meaning of Christmas with these residents,
both groups gathered back at the church
for hot beverages, snacks, and fellowship.
Thanks be to God for the privilege to
proclaim the incarnation of Christ in song
with these people!

Hispanic Chrismas Program

As in past years, a Christmas program for
the Spanish community was held & the
church. The clear message and meaning of
Christmas was presented to the 100+ in
attendance that Thursday evening,
December 22. First, the children's
program presented the nativity story.
Next, severd adults did a short play
emphasizing God's forgiveness of sin.
Last, Pastor Troutman preached a message
from Galatians 4:4,5 entitled, "Chrismas,
God's Perfect Timing." At the close of the
program, two individuas responded to the
invitation to accept Jesus Christ as Savior.
A time of food and fellowship completed
the entire evening. Praise be to God!

Christmas Services

Services were hed Christmas Eve and
Christmas  morning, each  giving
opportunity to once more share the true
meaning of the birth of Christ. In the
Christmas Eve service, a Power Point
presentation was used to portray the
People, Place, and Purpose of Christmas.
This presentation included Scripture
passages, Christmas carols, and various
pictures. During the Christmas morning
service, Pastor Troutman used song,
Scripture, and sermon to present the
Christmas story. What a blessed way to
remember the Messi ah's coming.

New Year’s Night

In place of a New Year's Eve fellowship
and service, the congregation gathered in
the fellowship hdl for a specia "New
Year's Night" service. Jack and Heather
Adams coordinated the entire evening
which began a 6:00 pm with a bring-what-
you-want supper - quite delicious at that
(especially Jack’ s seafood chowder). After
the med, Jack led the service which
included Christmas carals, a hymn history,
and testimonies, blessings, and answers to
prayer. To close the evening, the BJU
film, Sheffy, was shown in the auditorium.
Thank the Lord for a blessed evening.
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For severd years Sam has been sharing the
gospel with and living Christ before one
particular coworker. She had shown some
interest, but there had not been a full
acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior. That
is, until she walked into his office one day
and declared to him how during that week
she placed her faith and trust in Jesus
Christ for everlasting life. What a blessed
Christmas gift she received! What ajoy to
see the fruits of praying for and sharing the
gospel with the lost around us.

Visitors

During the month, there were severd first
time vistors to the services. Another
individua relocating to Flemington area
had visited December 4. Thisis the third
incident of believers relocating to New
Jersey attending the church services.
Usudly, there are people leaving the area
due to job relocations. Hence, this is a
welcomed change. Also, a young couple
with an infant son visited on the 18th.
Family members of a recent visiting
couple attended Christmas Eve. Each have
returned to the church services and have
expressed interest in the ministry.

Home for the Holidays

With Christmas day being a Sunday, many
in the church family were able to travel
both short and long distances to spend the
holidays with friends and relatives. Other
family members were able to travel back
to this area to be with their family and
friends here.  Thanks be to God for
answered prayer in providing safety on the
roads and in the air.

Please Pray

1) Continued outreach ministry, evangelism

efforts and discipleship;

2) Follow up of visitorsto services; and
i 3) Missions Conference (March 25-28).




