News from Ukraine

... Bruce & Natalie Tuttle June 20, 2008

| wish it were possible to adequately share with you the thrills we often experience in this ministry. I'll
attempt to share a portion of the recent blessings, beginning with a recent airplane flight . . .

Natalie and | traveled back to the States on family business in late April. Our spring semester wasn't yet completed
in Ukraine, so | couldn’t stay long, but attended the voice recital and graduation of our son, Matthew, who had
earned his Master’s degree in vocal performance at Bob Jones University. Natalie remained in the States for the
graduations of two more of our children -- Micah graduated with a Masters of Divinity from Calvary Baptist
Seminary (Lansdale, PA) and Julia earned a Master’s degree in English from Old Dominion University (Virginia
Beach, VA).

On my return flight, from Philadelphia to Frankfurt, | was disappointed that there was no one seated next to me, and
thus there was little opportunity to use the flight to witness. But the shorter flight from Frankfurt to Kyiv was
wonderfully different. The fellow seated next to me spoke to me in Russian, asking where | lived. | answered him
in Ukrainian, which he either didn’t hear clearly or didn’t understand (likely my fault), so | repeated it in English. He
exclaimed, “Oh, so you know English!” | laughed and replied that I'm an American. | learned that he, too, is an
American, but was born in Ukraine, from which he moved to America at the age of 10. He — Sasha — lives and
works in the States, but was flying back to Kyiv to visit his Ukrainian bride, who is still awaiting approval of a visa to
move to America. As Sasha and | talked, and | silently prayed for wisdom to use this witnessing opportunity, others
heard us speaking. One was a “Kiwi” — a New Zealander, who was
apparently traveling to Kyiv to check out the night life. He was loud,
brash, and profane. And, because he was seated in the row ahead of
me and across the aisle, it was difficult to converse, though we
attempted it. But — more interestingly — a Ukrainian in the row ahead of
me turned around to ask questions, and soon was actually kneeling on
his seat and leaning over the back of it to proudly assert his atheism
and attempt to debate with me. He spoke Russian, and Sasha, the
Ukrainian fellow to whom I'd been speaking, did a marvelous job of
translating for us. The fellow’s name was Nicolai, and he boasted to me
that he is an atheist. Of course, he wasn't at all impressed that Natalie
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What an incredible encounter! Nicolai was confrontational and yet tried to seem disinterested, even sometimes
turning away in apparent disgust to abruptly end the conversation. But then he’d soon turn around once more, and
renew his questioning. At one point, he asked me whether | really believed that all | had said about God was true.
To my response, he defiantly declared, “No, | can see by your eyes that you are lying”; and he turned away and sat
down. But he soon was back into the conversation again! Some of his questions made me chuckle, such as,
“What is the difference between a Baptist and a Christian?” At times he was working hiimself into a state of
agitation, and seemed to be anticipating a fight. He told me that the abundance of conflicting religious systems
simply proves that there is none that is genuine. | laughed good naturedly, playfully punched him in the shoulder
and told him that his logic is really seriously flawed! But | assured him that | wasn’t interested in irritating him or
offending him; | only wanted him to think more clearly about such an important matter. | suggested, at one point,
that he had concluded that God must not exist, or that there is no genuine way to know the God who may exist,
simply because he had failed in any attempt to know God personally.

We talked — with Sasha’s help — for the entire flight of almost 2 %2 hours! And by God’s wonderful grace, Nicolai's
heart began to soften and he became less pugnacious and more transparent. He told me that he had tried to take
his problems to God, but with no resultant help. A couple of times in this conversation, | went through the simple
truths of the Gospel with him, and told him of his need of Jesus Christ. At the end, which came abruptly because
the plane was preparing to land, he asked for my phone number, so he might call me with more questions.

What an incredible opportunity God had prepared for me! But there is more. Because of the ambient noise on the
plane, both Nicolai and Sasha conversed in fairly loud voices, and | noticed that it was silent around us, as others
were listening (though trying to appear not to be doing so). One man had arisen from his seat a few rows away,



and had been standing at my side - in the aisle — so as to hear. When | noticed him there, | expected that he had
drawn nearer to take Nicolai's side in the conversation, but he only listened intently. What's more, when the
conversation was over, | enthusiastically thanked Sasha for being such a helpful and skilled interpreter. | was
especially incredulous that he had seemed to be sympathetic to my answers when Nicolai was speaking so
provocatively. He acknowledged my thanks, and then remarked, but still in a very friendly way, “I suppose | ought
to tell you that, personally, | reject the very heart of your beliefs; | am a Jew.”

Would you please pray for these two men? And, for others who were listening? It would seem to be essential that
the Lord bring them into yet another contact with the Gospel and some “Phillip” (Acts 8) along the way. Through
the entire conversation | was very weary, owing to my sleeplessness on the previous, overnight flight. Sadly, and
probably as a consequence, when | hurriedly wrote my telephone number for Nicolai, | somehow wrote an incorrect
number. So I'm asking God to do something nearly miraculous, and bring about another contact with this darkened
soul who so desperately needs the Light of the world!!

At our pastors training institute, we have concluded another semester. This one was really big, with classes in
bibliology, ecclesiology, pneumatology, soteriology, our 4™ semester of Greek, the Pastoral Epistles, John’s
epistles, church planting, a general mathematics course, and the books of Daniel and Revelation. Now, for the
summer, we're involved in planning and preparing for the fall semester, recruiting new students, summer activities
in the churches, visiting and helping our graduates, and even a planned trip to Latvia, where one of our graduates
has been planting a new church for the last 2 years. Please pray for God’'s wisdom and guidance in all of these
endeavors, and for safety in the necessary travels. Pray, too, that the Lord will send us men who are passionate
about serving Christ, and who want to get a thorough preparation for the task before them. We know of one new
student already — a young, unmarried fellow from Turkmenistan, who wants to be able to go back to his country to
proclaim the Gospel and answer the questions of his people’s hearts from God’s Word. There is more we need to
tell you! In some interesting ways our cup has been running over!

The Turkmen, and the last 3 weeks of the semester . ..

Through the efforts of BIEM, particularly David Abernathy and Tim Smith, two young pastors took 3 of our classes
during May. One of them, “River”, had been a student earlier in the school year, but had been made to leave the
country. He and his wife had so many questions about going back into the very difficult cultural problems in
Turkmenistan, and how to apply Scriptural principles there. To our awe and delight, he told of God’s work through
his deportation in such a way that it was never stamped in his passport. He also told how he and his wife have
begun to meet with believers and to give the Gospel to others. They have begun to teach 3 small groups of
believers Biblical principles of marriage and parenting, principles which violently clash with Turkmen culture. Yet
lives are changing! One Christian woman came in tears; hers had been an arranged marriage in a land where
women are treated like possessions and are thought to regularly need beatings. She said that she had been
married for 16 years, and had often prayed and longed to just once hear her husband say, “I love you.” And she
triumphantly declared through her tears, “Due to your teaching us God’s Word, my prayer has been answered!”

For the short time “River” and his wife were here, Natalie had classes with our student’s wives (and other interested
women) twice a week, and had been teaching them principles concerning marriage, and how to teach women and
children. What an exquisite joy to hear that “River’s” wife has been teaching women, and has a Bible class for
children every day! This is clearly forbidden by law, and known by all the neighbors. One little boy corrected his
teacher in the school, and instructed his class concerning God’s creation of the world. And, he innocently told the
teacher where he’'d been taught these truths. So this couple’s “light” is not hidden under a bushel' And “River”
admitted that he is often so afraid; yet he and his wife are valiantly holding forth the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a very
dangerous place! We are moved, often to tears — and we are ecstatic!!

We do often thank God for you and for your interest and help in this ministry! And we earnestly feel our
dependence upon your help in prayer for us and for souls here in Eastern Europe!
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